INTRODUCTION
As subjects for behavioral study, prosimians probably are the most interesting of the primates. What makes them so, as several recent authors have pointed out (CHARLES-DOMINIQUE & MARTIN, 1972; HODOS, Ig70; HODOS & CAMPBELL, 1969; MARTIN, 1972a ; MASTERTON & SKEEN, 1972) , is the pivotal place they occupy in evolution. Descended from small, tree-living insectivores, they were the first mammals to have such characteristically primate traits as manipulative hands with nails instead of claws, a relatively large brain with a well-developed visual system, and a comparatively long period of infant dependence with its consequent potential for social learning. Among the living prosimians, there are some species that seem to have retained many characteristics of the Eocene stock which gave rise ultimately to anthropoids (monkeys and apes). Although not identical to our earliest primate ancestors, these species are the closest that we can come to them and therefore (as all of the above authors have noted), ideal subjects for studies aimed at broadening our understanding of the course of behavioral evolution in primates.
One such species, the Malaysian slow loris (Nycticebus coucang) is the subject of the present report. Relatively little is known about naturally-occurring behavior in lorises, for they are both arboreal and nocturnal, a combination that makes them extremely difficult to observe in the wild. As a result, no long-term field studies have been carried out. Accounts of naturally-occurring behavior in captivity are somewhat more plentiful but, with only a few exceptions (EHRLICH, 1970 (EHRLICH, , 1974 NEWELL, 1) This research was supported in part by Grant MH 19196 from the National Institutes of Health to the first author and by a sabbatical leave award from the James McKeen Cattell Fund.
TENAZA, ROSS, TANTICHAROENYOS & BERKSON, 1969) , most are too anecdotal to be really useful (e.g. HILL, 1938; ILSE, 1955; NARAYAN RAO, 1927; SUBRAMONIAM, 1959 groups were formed and systematic observations were begun; the present report deals mainly with these 2 groups. The intent was to obtain an estimate of the frequency of occurrence and the amount of time spent on the various elements that comprise the slow loris' behavioral repertoire.
Interest was focused also on the sequence in which these behaviors occur. Accordingly, during a set observation period for each animal, all behavioral interactions in which it was either the initiator or the recipient were recorded, moment by moment. The use of videotape made this possible but, because of the sheer volume of data produced, test sessions for individual animals deliberately were kept short. However, from informal observations and diary records kept at the same time, it is plain that these brief segments were not atypical. A detailed exposition of the rationale for this sampling method can be found in ALTMANN'S (1974) critical review of techniques of naturalistic observation.
METHOD

Subjects.
Because of the absence of field data, decisions about the size and sexual composition of groups had to be made on the basis of trial and error. In pilot groups, three or more females lived peacefully together; the only animals who were wounded and had to be removed were males living in multi-male groups. Therefore, in the 2 groups studied here, only one adult male was present accompanied by 3 adult females. Group I had, in addition, a male infant which was the offspring of one of the females; it was 22 months old at the start of the investigation. All but the infant were wild born and had come to maturity there. Interestingly, after these groups had been formed, new field data became available. Apparently, in other nocturnal prosimians, something like our one-male groups occur (CHARLES-DOMINIQUE, 1971; MARTIN, Ig7zb) .
